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D Oouooll took Important 
day night In tbe fight that hi 
•gnlnnt tbs North J»r»«ji 
iway Ooopioy to ouopol 
tlon to bettor tbo transpor 
on I U Bloom Hold Aron no 
oilman John K. Cuuliu 
tbo following resolution: 
>lv*»d, That tbo Chairman >>f 
Council bo directed to appolut 
consisting of two Council 
In conjunction with similar 
of neighboring muufidpall- 
tho Ituo of tbo North Jereej 
way Company on B.oqrutield 



It ti * view to aoouiln 
facilities for tbo p 
ny'* Hue; ami 
that a certified tm»i 
bo pranaut 
itlo« IntR^r * 

tth tbo 
may 



:<oU#i 
Ic Oil 
urtlior 
of tble 
all tbo 
mailer. 
Council- 
to said 




rorlaloa of 
Peterson 
lae Co mailt l»o of 
oora and Con I an. 
Ittaa to act for tbla town 
Mr. Conlao aaja that 
bo a rlgoroua one, 
be co let-up uutll 
way company furnish** a eer- 
meet the requirements of the 
ofaie Bloomfield Aveuue Hue. 
Board of Trade at Ita meeting 
W lit ana lay (light alao took a hand In 
tha adreet railway matter and Instruct- 
ad Mggomiutttee on railroad lutereats. 
ionMIdk of Theodore U. Ward, David 
OaNR, Matthew MuCroddau, Harry E 
Blilunl*, and Alfred U H Igerley to 
act Mttb tha committee appotuted by 
tha Town Council. The Inefficient 
atraal fall way aervloe waa brought up 
at flfeg Board of Trade meeting by 
Jamm 11. Moore, who apoke of the 
(MOBWaoleuce# and dlacomforte now 
by tha patrons of the irojlej^ 
Mr. Moore aald that it the prea- 
i fllate of the eerrlce waa accepted 
complaint, It would simply go 
f(«gk bad to wotae. “ Couldn't tie 
Intel jectao Chairman Me- 

R. Conlau In response to an 
made a atatement telling of the 
eo by tbe Town Couuctl, and 
tbe co-opeyatlon of tbe Board 
with tbe Council In the fight 
r etreat railway eerrlce. 

U Maxfleld aeked to be 
under wbat clauaee In tbe 
I way ftancblae It waa poealbie 
a aucceaaful attack against the 
y Htreet Railway Company, 
aid anumeraled a few of tbe 
noea oow aufl-red by tbe 
id aaked If aoy of tbeee could 
aa evidence to demonatrale 
company waa violating the 
ita franchise. 

Lawrence, who waa a member 
own Committee when the 
waa granted, eatd It wie a long 
and be oould not recall tta 
•visions. but there waa no 
all but the requirements of 
lae wsre not being compiled 


i H. Ward, Chairman of the 
ammlttee on Railroad Inter. 

that Secretary Quinn be 
| to communicate to tbe Town 
fthe action Ukeo by tbe Board 
la order that tbe Council may 
leratand that tbe action taken 
of tbe entire Board, and not 
ka work of a tub committee. 



fordl oanoe granting a franAlae to 
»x Croee Rallwr^a B tnpsny 
IIU eeeood reading neat- 

the Irvln^fe Tswi Council on 
If night. ll\ wiimmeDdM) In 
tfiA\u amcinsl Intro* 
•re made on 
e ordinance 
tlekete good within 
tow^lmlta only will be enid 
dollar. Wfhe fara from Irvington 
field le to be five cents. It la 
that the ordinance will pssa 
log at the nezt meeting of tbe 


SUII CMfetrtna- 
iafa of the Eaet Orange City Cfcun- 
the Orange Water Company -i* 
i far ring over tbe water auppty 
It |a aald that tbe water 
ay will not algn a contract unices 
liy agrees to take over the com 
’a plant at tbe prise fixed by the 
leetoners. 


furmal <• 
I'rnier 
ami not tbe 

petitioned f 
and the Ron 
of that p 



IfsrMlM er Peltry; 

The change made In tbe form of local 
government by the adoption of the Town 
Act Orcesaltated a number of change# |u 
tbe method# of procedure In tbe carry¬ 
ing out of the functions of government. 
Rome of the winkings of the Town Law 
relative to the carrying out of certain 
public Improvements are not yet a 
familiar subject among the citizens In 
general, and even with aome In official 
authority. 

One of the Important ebangee that 
followed the change of government la at 
preaeut a matter of official dlacuaslou 
and of public concern. This la the mat¬ 
ter of Opening new streets I'uder t 
old Township Law a petition bad 
presented to the County Court 
opening of a new street In caaea where 
two or more properties'Her* cdRaerned, 
and Huiveyuie of Highest dbryde-lg 
uated by the court t o st teuaRto all the 
legal detail In comie^Mou ^Mltb ibe 

the Tush Count'll 
lurt Is the body 
tbr opening of a street, 

'il ■•^Aeseesors tnke charge 
of i^k work formerly at¬ 
tended lo^by tbe Hurveyort, of High¬ 
way s\ The same method of procedure 
appltea\n the laying of a sewer In a 
street, or In the macadamizing, curbing 
an<l (lagging of a street. Ibe law al¬ 
lows benefited property ten years In 
whloi^fcp pay an assessment levied for 
benefits resulting from Improvements 

It Is optional with the Council to 
grant or reject petitions lot Improve¬ 
ment- If a petition le granted It Is re. 
ferret! to the Board «• f A ire to make 

an estimate of the coot of the work, anti 
public notice I- given i f an Ititerdtoii to 
carry out the w tk. aid ah property, 
owners sfTeete.l l.) the | T"| o-.-d || U . 

proVeiueiit at.il i ppofed to It are notified 
to present their objection-. All the 
legal prellmltiai le- being compiled with, 
the Council awards contracts and toe 
coat of the work Is defrayed by tbe Issu 
Ing of Improvement Indebtedness certifi- 
eaM, which after the work la accepted 
are redeemed by tbe proceeds from 
street Improvement bonds Issued after 
tha work Is accepted or completed, and 
tha Board of Assessors assess tbe 
coat of the work on the property In the 
street In which an Improvement has 

bea n mad*.__ _ 

By some people this system of carry- 

(ng out street Improvements Is regarded 
aa highly advantageous. It gives en¬ 
couragement to enterprising people to 
opeo up and develop property, and tbe 
coat la charged directly to the property 
heoafitad and la not a general tax. On 
tha other band, some people disapprove 
mt tbe plan aud regard It aa conducive to 
Abe schemes of speculators, aud believe 
It results In placing the town under a 
heavy financial obligation pending tbe 
paym-nt of Ibe assessments levied. 

tteveral streets have now been Im¬ 
proved under the regulations prescribed 
by the Town Act and the town I- now 
worrying'route* here around fPJ.UOO of 
Improvement certificates. That the 
town Is carry ing this obligation is not 
wa much the fault of the law as It Is the 
fault of the officials in applying It. 

A btlef Statement of the status of 
••veral street- which have beeu Im¬ 
proved uDder tbe Town Act will afford 
•o me Idea ae to tbe merlta and demerits 
«Jf the system. Osborn Htrset was tbs 
Brat street opened, extender! and wtd. 
■oad under the provisions of the Town 
Ret. The coat of the Improvement waa 
about $1160, and with tbe exception of 
$U 35 lb a assessment levied by tbe 
Board of Aaaeseors waa promptly paid 
«a aooo aa the bills were seat out. In 
Abe oaaa of Oaborn Street there la no 
Question but wbat an improvement of 
general benefit to tbe town was secured, 
aad tbe tax ratable# along tbe street 
mere o >netd» rably Increased a* a result 
af tbe iroprovem-Dt. * 

Charles Hireet In tbe Third Ward was 
Abe next street opened and widened 
mader tbe Town Act, and tbe cost of the 
improvement was about $1,000, and the 
aaaaaament with one exception of $100 
baa all beeu paid and was paid promptly 
after tbe bills were sent out. Tbe Im¬ 
provement of the street resulted In 
aSTrml transfers of property and tbe 
mrerll n of two new houses and an In* 
eve see of fllty per cent. In the total 
smouo 1 of tnx ratable# In Ibe street. 
Tbe Essex Avenue sewer waa lbs 


third Improvement mad a under the 
provisions of tbe Town Act. This street 
being partly In Qlen Ridge, only ball 
tbe coat applied to town property. In 

the usee of Ibis sewer a clause waa 

Inserted In tbe contract flxlog tbe 
time of acceptance of the sewer at one 
year after Vbe data of Ita completion; 
consequently no bills bava yet been 
a eat out to tbe property-owners. There 
la every reason to • believe that the 
aaaeeameut will be promptly paid aa 
soon aa tbe bills are sent out, aud It la 
tbe town ■ own fault that tbe obligation 
la still outstanding. One year la too 
long a period to w»R for the formal 
acceptance of work of tble kind. The 
coal of the Bloomfield half of J£»«ex 
Avenue sewer waa $76(1. 

The Morlou Htreet eiwfli^wlileb o<»at 
il.t'GU, baa beeu Completed aome lime, 
but no bills have beeu sent out to the 
property-o«uer« yet borne difficulty 
bee beeu experienced In ascertaining 
the name# of some of tbe owners of 
property, aud the delay lu gelling the 
bills out la no fault of the law. 

The Linden Avenue Improvement, 
which cost $3,200, was of a dlfl-ieul 
character than others above mentioned, 
but was carried out under the law. In 
! this etreet cobble gutters, curbing, and 
fiagatoue was laid, and a one-year 
acceptance clau-e was also Inserted In 
tbla contract There has been an 
unexplainable delay on tbe part of the 
Couuctl In dealing with the Linden 
Aveuue case, and as a consequence no 
hills have been sent out. Other streets 
oow In progress of Improvement under 
the Town Act are Walnut Htreet exten¬ 
sion, Jerome Place, Delaware Aveuue, 
and • sewer lu Chari## Htreet. In the 
case of tbe latter street tbe opening 
and wldenlDg of It made It possible to 
put a aewer there which will result In 
great sanitary benefit to that locality. 

A petition la now before the Council 
for the opening and wldenlDg of Weaver 
Avenue and Odjr Htreet. 

It Is evident that all the Improve¬ 
ments thus far made and aek-d for 
under the system provided for In tbe 
town act La\e beeu of a beneficial 
( character, and while Some real estate 
speculator-* mav have derived Some 
direct benefit, tb- town has derived a 
greater general benefit In the Improved 
appearance of streets and In Improved 
• wardtwvy -som Uttu iu*.AQdJby an Incr ease 
In tax ratable# Tbs fact lhat the town 
Is carry lug a large obligation In the way 
of assessments that are unprovided for 
as yet Is no fault of the system. It Is 
rather due to a failure of the Council 
to thoroughly appreciate tbe workings 
of tbs system 

One gr-at advantage of this system 
I# that these Improvement-, If the 
system Is properly enforced, do not 
become a general tax, but are paid for 
wholly by the property benefited. (,’u- 
nei e-anry il-lay ojr the part of the 
Council In pt ituptij getting f he machin¬ 
ery of tb- sy-t-m In working order I 
when au Improvement Is petitioned for J 
may be a Source of -<*me extra expense , 
to the peopl- <1—lilt,g lb** Improvement. 

Tbe Town Act provides a system of 
making Improvements that Is Intended 
to encourage enterprise In that direc¬ 
tion, and as all Improvements tend to 
locressed taxable valuations and tu- 
ersad^t revenue. It Is obvious tl)st,the 
system Is right In line with the greatest 
need of tbe town. The greatest advan¬ 
tage of tbe system Is the comparatively 
easy provision It makes for tbs payment 
of tbe cost of Improvements. It has 
been proposed In tbe Council to put a 
check on this feature of the system by 
compelling petitioners for Improvements 
to advance from fifty to seventy-five 
per ceot. of tbe cost of tbe work In 
advance. 

To enforce such a rule would simply 
result In the Implication that the 
policy of tbe Council was to deter and 
dlecourage Improvement and such an 
Impression spread abroad would work 
Injury to the town. Thus far, tbe only 
objection talsed against the Town Aot 
system of Improvements baa been 
raised to the Town Council, and It Is to 
the effect that too large an amount of 
unpaid assessments are not adequately 
provided for. Tbe reason that they are 
not provided for Is tbe fault of tbe 
Oonoell Itself. 

Instead of discouraging the recourse 
of propst4 y »ow n era to the use of the 
Town Aot Improvement system, the 
Couootl should encourage It. particular¬ 
ly In tbe matter of sidewalks, curbs, 
and gutters. Many thickly populated 
streets In tbe Iowd are sorely lu need 
of aueh things, and the Town Act pro¬ 
vides an easy method of getting them, 
and that fact should be Impressed upon 
tbe people aod they should be urged to 
taka -advantage of the opportunity 
rather than be hampered and dle- 
oouraged. 


UNPAID AH8KMNMKNTH 

*• am A a lasted IMeeaealea la 
tfce Tew a 1’eaaell Sf to# t eas 
eliaaa Walker Oppamom fka Weav¬ 
er Aveaac aad Cedar Htreet Pe«l- 
tUst-VltA efMeveral ( eaariti 
•a ike toakjeei. 


FIRE HOUSES 


AGAIN A SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION WT 

the town council. 


The Board of Assessors submitted 
their report of the estimate of tha coat 
of the opening aud widening and ex¬ 
tending of Weaver Avenue and Oedar 
Htreet at tbe Town Council meeting 
Monday night. The report showed tbe 
amount* of damages and benefits allow¬ 
ed the property-owners along tha 
street w 

Councllmaa Coolsn moved to scoept 
tbe report, and a general discussion of 
the eubj-ct of street Improvement 
under the Town Act system followed. 

Councilman VVaiaer opposed accepting 
the repult on the ground that the toWD 
was now carrying obligations to the 
amount of (l'J,0*Ml, representing money 
laid out In Improvements, and none of 


|f|rr ''•aalitor Dlrertrd le lavew- 
‘•N* 1 * Mrpmrt am Hevrral Trepw- 
•Itleaa Mr I stive <• Better Head 
snarl* ra r#r the Fire lea*pea lea— 
^'••■vllmra Dliftor# to .4 veld a 
Mead Inane aad Prefer Other Ar- 
rnagenrata. 


r. Walker 
expressed 
a previous 
until out¬ 
fit. 

said that be 
lker In 
psnlug New 


;1 


which l^ad been collected, 
reiterated the views he I 
on tbla same subject 
meeting, and advised a 
standing obligations wi^i 
Councilman Far (and 
partly coucurr««y^ltb 
bis views ou tbe ml 

Htreet. Mr. Karcend^aald that In ble 
business travels f^oinh tbe oountiy 
he bad an opportu ^Jgr UJ^xamtDe loto 
tb# workings of .other (CTnlcJpaJItii 
and be found fhgtploomfleld was alone 
Improving streets. 
Inloo that petitioner# 
inta ought to advaooe 
jenty-flve per ceot. of 
jd Improvements. 

Uy to Mr. Walker's 
that tbe Council was going 
change In the amount of 
deposited with a petition 


Councilman Cuangat, Chairman of tha 
Fire Committee, again addressed the 
Towu Council Monday ulgbt ou the sab- 
jeot of headquarters for the fire aom- 
panlte. Mr Uuaugst deaorlbed to 
Couuotl lu particular the coudltloc 
the headquarters of Essex Hook 
Ladder Company No. 1, Pfi.e dx 
Company No 1 aud Active U 
psny No. 2. All these houses bsvtMeaky 
roofs, and while one <u tea wins of 
i-oal were burned lu each pise- 
possible to keep them warm. 

Mr. Tnangsl -aid that 
service this town h#ff^s gt 

teer fire department)’ as Alj 
Hlate. but It was Q -couiI 



In this 
He was oi 

for impr 
from 
tbe cdfcl 
Mr, Coni' 
atate 
to make' 
money 



morallxlug to the co 
In untenantable 
He also spoke 
portatton eervllj' 
aud he desdktbed's r 
wood Avenu 
to push horael 
Mr. loan 
only pro, 
the issuing 



lea 


(lug sad de¬ 
bs housed 


for Improvements, said he was under 
the Impression that any change that 
was made was to apply to Tutur* 
str-ete,and not to any of those now under 
consideration by tbe Council. Mr 
Conlau pointed out that much of the 
preliminary work bad been done tn tbe 
case of tbe Weaver Avenue and Cedar 
Htreet petitions. 

Councilman Harrlion spoke In favor 
of disposing of tbs current obligations 
outstanding before assuming any more 
new oues. 

Councilman Moore was of tbe opinion 
that all petitions tor Improvements 
should be vlswei from the standpoint 
of g-aeral beoeflt to tLe town as well 
as tbe Individual property-owner. If 
ao improvement effeotad a material 
iDcre&se In tbe tax ratable#. It «s» 
good business policy ou the part of the 
towu s t«^arry It out. 

Hugh D 'King, one of tbe petitioners 
for the Weaver Avenue and Cedar Htreet 
Improvement, asked permission to 
address tbe Couuctl ou tbe subject 
under discussion. Mr. Ktog apoke 
principally against any chaDge lu tbe 
amount of money required as a deposit 
and appeared to be uoder tbe Impres¬ 
sion that tbe proposed change was to 
apply to tbe petition In which he was 
Interested, and h« scored tbe CoudcII 
for alleged breach of faith with him 
anil other (letltloners. Mr. King point¬ 
ed out the large Increase Id taxable 
\aluattone that would follow tbe 
requested Improvement. Iu anticipa¬ 
tion of It be was building three new 
bouses on tbe property affected, aud 
several others among tbe petitioners 
proposed, be said, to build. Mr. Moore 
took exceptlofl to some of Mr. KlDg'a 
Implications about unfair business 
desllog ou the part of the CouocUmeo. 

Seymour I 1 Gilbert, Clerk of the 
BoariL of Assessors, who Is probably 
-the beat posted man In the tdwn on tbe 
subject of the street Improvements 
carried out under tbe provisions of tbe 
Town Act, at the request of Councilman 
Moore took part (n tbe discussion. Mr. 
Gilbert pointed'out that the outstand¬ 
ing lodebtedoeaa incurred for the 
opening of new streets In several 
Inatanoes could not be oollected because 
no bills oould be sent out until tbe 
Council bas performed Its part of tbe 
proceedings In connection with the 
Improvements. 

In tbe matter or tbe Weaver Avenue 
Improvement Mr. Farrand asked that 
action be delayed until he could make 
some Inquiry among the people affected 
by It as to the desirability of tb# Im¬ 
provement. Mr. Coitian withdrew bis 
motion (4 acceptance In favor of a 
mothfb by Mr. Farrand that the matter 
be laid over until next meeting. 

Mr. Walker want# a new sub-commit¬ 
tee created that shall take In band 
these street Improveiueut petitions, 
and shall report t<> the Council all the 
details In connection widi e«oti .»ue of 
(hem, particularly the term# of any 
contract# made in connection with 
them Mr Walker expre—ed great 
surprise to find that a Claus" had been 
Inserted In a«»me of the contracts fixing 
an entire year between the completion 
of a contract and the acceptance of the 
work by the Council. 


deplorable trana- 
be flte apparatus, 
ot ttoeue on (lt«o~ 
hen men aud boys tried 
d hose wagon to a fire, 
pinion was that tbe 
of the trouble was 
[or a sum sufficient 
building*, In one of wblob 
police department could be 
alao tb# town offices, for 
was pay leg $1,000 per 

year rent. 

Mr. Inangst expressed himself ae 
strongly opposed to any further renting 
ot buildings lot fire or any other public 
purposes. lie also said that tbe fire- 
tower, In which 1# suspended a 2,000 
pound hell, was In a dangerous condi¬ 
tion. and that be would not be surprised 
If It fell during a heavy wind storm. 

Mr. Farrand, also of the Fire Com¬ 
mittee, said that he had not bad tba 
same opportunity as his colleague lu 
examining Into the state of tbe fire 
houses, hut be had no doubt at all that 
tbe circumstances were aa stated. Mr. 
Farrand was not, however, disposed to 
favor an Issue of bonds at tbe praacot 
lime tor tbe construction of fire houses, 
and It It came to that be would advocate 
the calling ot tbe citizens together tc 
give expression to Ibelr i- ottaj -nU oa 
the subject. 

Mr. Moor* desired that the Fir* Coca- 

mlttee make a thorough Investigation of 
tbe matter of fire headquarters and re¬ 
port to the Council the advantages. If 
any, of bulldlog new bouses from the 
pioceeds of an Issue of bonds, the coat 
of putting tbe present fire bouses la 
proper shape, aud also ascertain if any 
individuals were ready to erect build¬ 
ings that could be used for fire bouses 
aod rent them to tbe town, and ou wbat 
terms such enterprise# would be under¬ 
taken. Mr. Moote desired II understood 
that be was not committing nimself to 
any bonding scheme, or advocating 
such. Wbat be wanted w-s Information 
from which the Council could judge of 
the comparative cost and advantages of 
any one plan over another 

Mr. Coolsn said that. In addition to 
the cost ot buildings, the Fire Commit¬ 
tee In Its report should al-o Include tbe 
cost of roaluteuauce of the department. 
Tue matter of horse hire, he -atd, was 
ao Important Item, and should be given 
consideration. Mr CouUn recalled a 
proposition made at one time by Thomas 
H. Decker, the livery stable man, to put 
up a building that would ncnmiujodaU 
tbe Truck Company and Ptu-nlx Hose 
Company and lease tbe building to the 
town. He suggested that Mr. Decker be 
consulted lu regard to tbe mailer. 
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